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How does economic development affect 

emigration?

An inverse relationship 

between development and 

migration?



How does economic development affect 
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Economic development 

does NOT translate into a 

decrease in emigration

At least in the short 

and medium term



The mobility transition curve in 2010

Note: The sample includes 143 origin countries and 81 destination countries



Economic growth has brought relatively 

more emigration than immigration

Cumulative distribution functions for emigration and 

immigration
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Source: Authors' calculations, based on data from World Bank (2018b, 2018c).



Source: Authors’ calculations based on United Nations (2016)
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High-income countries are increasingly 

attracting migrants from developing countries
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Not all countries follow the same 

migration trajectory
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✓ Country characteristics
(border, language, colonial 

ties…)

✓ Networks

✓ Migration policies

✓ Sectoral policies 
(agriculture, labour market, 

education, social 

protection…) → ODA



Migration and Development Policy 

Reviews (MDPRs)
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