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Decree No. 2-57-1256 of 2 safar 1377 

(29 August 1957) setting terms of 

application of the Convention Relating 

to the Status of Refugees, signed in 

Geneva, 28 July 1951.



The legal and administrative protection 

of persons covered by the Geneva 

Convention of 28 July 1951 Relating to 

the Status of Refugees is provided by 

the Office for Refugees and Stateless 

Persons, which falls under the authority 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.



• The Office for Refugees and Stateless 
Persons: recognises as refugees all persons 

who fall within the scope of the mandate of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees or who meet the definitions of 

article one of the Geneva Convention of 28 
July 1951;

• provides the above-mentioned persons 
with the documents that they require 

either to carry out all civil procedures be it 
by ensuring the implementation of the 

provisions of internal legislation or 
international agreements with regard to 

their protection; 

• authenticates official records and 
documents that it receives.



• The official records and documents issued 
by the Office for Refugees and Stateless 

Persons have the value of authentic official 
records. Their issuance shall be subject to 
the payment of consular fees of which the 
amount is set out in an appendix to this 
decree. Indigent persons may be granted 
partial or complete exemption from the 

payment of these fees;

The consular fees are to be paid by the 
parties concerned in the form of fiscal 

stamps affixed by the Office for Refugees 
and Stateless Persons on the documents 

and official records it issues.



A Board of Appeal has been formed, 

comprising of:

a- the Minister of Justice or its 

representative, Chairman;

b- the Minister of Foreign Affairs or its 

representative; 

c- the representative of the United 

Nations High Commission for Refugees 

to the Moroccan Government.



The Board of Appeal is tasked with: 

a- ruling on appeals lodged by persons 
whom the Office for Refugees and Stateless 

Persons has refused refugee status 
recognition; 

b- formulating an opinion with regard to 
the application of measures provided under 
articles 31, 32 and 33 of the Convention of 

28 July 1951, either regarding appeals 
lodged by persons falling within the scope 
of these measures, or at the request of the 

competent Moroccan authorities.

These type of appeals suspend 
enforcement, except in an emergency 

situation established by the decision that 
orders the measure.



Appeals must be lodged within a thirty-day period 
for cases referred to in paragraph a) of article 5, 
and in a five-day period for cases referred to in 
paragraph b) of the same article. The timeframe 
commences from the day following notification of 
the contested measure or upon expiry of the six-
month period which shall be taken as an implicit 

decision for rejection.

They may be filed at the Office for Refugees and 
Stateless Persons or may be sent to it by registered 

mail with a request for acknowledgement of 
receipt. The Office for Refugees and Stateless 
Persons shall act as the Board’s secretariat. 

The Board’s decisions shall be justified. They are 
final.

Applicants shall be notified of the decisions by 
registered letter with acknowledgement of receipt.



As a departure from the provisions of 

the first paragraph of article 6, with 

regard to appeals submitted against 

decisions that were notified to the 

concerned parties prior to this date, 

the timeframe will only commence 

from the date that this decree is 

published in the Official Bulletin.



•1957-2004

•2004-2013

•2013 to present-day



1. Reopening of the BRA (Bureau des Réfugiés 
et Apatrides - Office for Refugees and 

Stateless Persons) on 25 September 2013

2. Creation of an ad hoc board to hold 
hearings

3. Joint circular from the Ministry of the 
Interior/Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

Cooperation on the terms and conditions 
for granting residence permits 










